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How digital imaging turned a
photographer’s mind to kung fu

SMALL WORLD

The studio in Sheung Wan may be
modest butit hasasteadily increas-
ing local and foreign martial arts
{ollowing. Propritor Wiliam Wan
ei-ho, addressed as sifu (master)
by his pupils, is well known locally
and overseas, particularly for kung
fu

Last year he was invited to at-
tend a symposium in Britain, be-
fore that another in Canada and at
the end of this year he will demon-
strate his forms in the United
States.

Despite such recognition, Mr
Wan's venture is a brave one. Until
he opened the Wan Kei Ho Interna-
tional Martial Arts Association in
March, the professional photogra-

ad beenspendingmostofhis

1 photo-

b or on A«.gmnmu

with his camera at weddings and
function

At nights and weekends, he
taught kung fuat il o
tres and to private grouy
atal fesco public i

 owever, with the so o dighsl
photography he faced a financial
dilemma.

William Wan Kei-ho

To buy the new hardware and
software would have cost me over
$1 million,” he says.
digital picture processing became

al martial arts equipment, but
items such as training pads and
punch/kick bags were donated by
long:term student,
one thing Mr Wan
Bl Gl e s
printed and distributed in expat
areas. Printads have been placed i
inese-anguage nevspapers and
s
Jaunched recontl.
“Iexpect to recover my outlay
the first one (o two years,” Mr Wan
profit

says these are reasonably priced,
given that he has been teaching
kung fu for 18 years.

Up to six students participaty
the grous clomen e Wt s
dividua foreachstu

logy s changing s fast that re-
allers wers being forced 10
grade thelrequipment sbout e
ayear -at a cost of up 0 $200,000.
7Afer dinking uhaito do, o
ng it over with somme students
who Bave hccumc go0d fenids
decided to sell”
Sactal A sl previously an
office, was inexpensive to rent and
fit out. Mirrors were mounted on
walls and a shower installed. He al-
readyowned much of e tradition-

dent, Ln,lunn!,,mfnn'\» agilty, co
ordination and of lez 'unmg
He also sets mmnm.m.

s, Mr Wan
3 his st on the ground, st
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doiing the odd photography com-
mission. “I'm not going (o turn
down this work while I still have

The location is Yue's House, 304
Des Voeux Road, Sheung Wan.




